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Thoughts about promoting the Intereſt of Chriſt's 
Liniverſal Church. 


HE Intereſt of the Univerſal; ſhip after this or that form, and hould- 
Church lyeth doubtlefs in| ing fuch or tuch opinions, 
the raitmg, inlarging and | Which falſe ſuppotition - hath be- 
adorning of that myſtical | trayed ſome into Unchrititan couurtes 
building, which is called the City of | againſt thole that difter trom them. and 
God, Chrilts Spouſe, and Chrilits Body. | occationed dol-tull ettects. Wheretore 
As this Body is made up of ſuch | divers pious Souls have endeavored to 
members, as are animated by the vital | heal. the wounds ot the Church, by 
Spirit, which Floweth from the Head. | reconciling the atorcfaid difterences. It 
and linkes them together with one | is but too much known how truitle(s 
another as well, as with their Head. | hitherto ſuch endeavours have proved. 
Chriſt, ſo real Chriltianity is without | Nor cau it be otherwite, as long as that 
doubt the main point of the Univerſal | poiſonous root of all dulention renains 
Church, and as rcal Chriltianity ſpreads | in the Soul.namely the reb-Ilious felhth 
and improves, or ſhrinks and decayes. | tincture, contracted by thz tirft man, 
the Univerſal Church mutt be looked | in littening to te {erp-nt, and fo declin- 
upon as flouriſhing or declining. Real | ing from God to Satan, the Prince of 
Chriltianity conlitting in following the | Prnde. It would not tignihe much 
ſtzps of our Saviour, and expretling by | neither, it all the men in the world re- 
our lite his pattern, as far as Divine | ſolved upon uling the tame expretlions, 
Grace inablcs every one of us, we may | and the ſame Church ſervice, con- 
term it, a reſſemblance to Chritt, the | tinuing all the while flaves to te King- 
rettorcr of Guds image in the foul of | dom of darknels. Whereas holynets or 
man, the Beginner and Fulltiller of our | real Chrittianity, fincerily purtued im 
Faith. Now the nearer we refſemble | the ſeveral particular Churches, would 
unto Chritt, and the more there is of | approach people to that heavenly tem- 
thole that reiſ:mble him, the more | per, to which jarring aud diſquict is a 
fully the glorious ends of his Goſpel arc | pertet firanger. Wherefore | am of 
G anſwered and the Univerſal Church | opinion, that inſtead of ttudying for 
advanced. contellions to be received by all partys, 
| ; Asabſurd as it is to think that Chriſt | or arguing againſt one another's tenets, 
» dyed for this or that ſec, and that | the differing partys ſhould vye with one 
hcaven mutt be ſtocked onely out of | another, _ could produce mot in- 
one particular Church, nevertheleſs no- | ttances of ſuch as have in their Church 
rions of Chriſtianity run ſo low, that | arrived at the glorious renovation of 
the greateſi part fancy, Chrittian Reli- | Gods image in the Soul ; which is the 
gion is the performing of divine Wor- *tign and ctk& of that Faith, which 
ovet- 
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(a) overcomes the world, ( and by 
which Chriſt lives in us, inabli 

thoſe that receive him (<c:) to become 
childern of God, Fhoſe that (4) are 
in Chrilt become ſach new Creatures, 
and united with him, need not fiudy 
for a confeſſion. whereby thy might be 
united, all of them together living as 
it were by one common Soul. Though 
the number of ſuch is very (mall, nev- 
erthcleſs God hath ſome here and there. 
which in his infinite mercy he hath left 
as the ſalt of the earth. Theſe Few 
ought to be the more thank-full to that 
goodnels, which hath ſnatch'd them 
out of the inundation of the Univerſal 
Corruption, The greateſt thanktulneſs 
to the great Donor of all good aud per- 
tect gitts confitis in benchtting others 
by what we have received out of the 
unexhauliible divine treaſure, to the 
glory of the Libcral Giver. Wherefore 
the aforeſaid proticients in real Chrilt. 
ianity will hardly make here on earth 


(2) 


ragement upon his doctrine by his 
. Perſons that have not 

themſelves recovered life by Chriſt, will 
hardly be able duely to lay before their 
hearers, what is the (e Old man de- 
ved according to the defires of the 
eceit, and the (f)) New man, who is 
created after God in Righteouſneſs and 
holyneſs of the truth ; what it is to be 
dead in lin, and to be reſulcitated with 
Chriſt, Whercin neverthelz(s contitts 
preaching repentance and Faith, which 
two heads (7g) St. Paul rekones the 
chiet towards the ſaving of Souls, 
Without this foundation. the learnede(t 
diſcomſcs will avail little towards the 
inlarging of Gods Kingdom ; though 
they tickle the ears, get credit and 
elteem to the Preacher, and nll the- 
minds of the hearers with never ſo tine 
notions. Nay though they ſhould 
convince the auditory of the advan- 
tages of a good moral lite, little will 
be practiſed, as long as the principle of 
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3 bitter return to heavens Favors, than 
it they heartily bettir themſclves.to con1-* 
municate unto others that divine? na- 
tur?, whereof in the new Creature they ; 
arc made partakers. 


After theſe premiſes I inferr. that the 
Iritereſt of the Univerſal Church might 
be promoted. it the tollowing points 
were heeded, 


( i.) Thoſe that are in authority 
ſhould (iudy all poſſible means to pro- 
vide ſuch Guides tor the pcoplc, as 
have an experimental knowledge of 
the above-mentioned real Chrittiznity, 
and can ſay with St. Paul: Follow me, 
as you ſee me follow Chriſt, At leaſt 
ut-molt care ought to be taken that a 
Preacher my not bring a reproach or dil- 


diſobedience, felflove, and own will 
continueth the ſpring of the heart. At 
the belt a good moral lite is not yet 
Gods Righteouſneſs, (Þ) which is the 
Scope of the Goſpel, Moral men are 
ſome times fallen into a conceit of 
themlclves.,ſetting up their own righte- 
oulſneſs, for want of duc inſtruction 
about the deplorable ſtate of corrupted 
nature, and the glorious advantage of 
a new birth from above, (i) which 
tormeth Chritt in us, and begetts at 
this rate Gods Righteoulnel(s, which is 
by Faith. 

( 2.) For the breeding many Guides 
ducly qualitycd, it would be requitite 
to order the Schools ſo. that a folid 
foundation for true wiſdome might be 
laid there, by inuring youth betimes 
to a {incere regud to him, who is the 

fountain 
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s) 1 Joh. V. 
( = = (4)z 


{) Eph. III. 17. (c) Joh, 
1. 17. (<)J 


(«) Eph. IV.22. (f) Eph-IV.24. (z) AR. 
XX.21- (4) 2 Cor. V.21+. (7) Phil.Ig. 


fountain of true underſtandi 
want hereof we find ſo many Sc 


gloritying of God , and advantagi 

their Neighbour by an experiments 
knowledge of the valt difference be- 
twzen Living to God and Living to 
ourſelves. I have met with fore that 
took more delight in giving an account 
of an old manuſcript, than m turning 
of a Soul from the world to heaven. 
Nor is it probable Heavens intereſt 
ſhould be -hcartily eſpouſed by thoſe. 
with whom the Love of the world 
bears the chict ſway. Though Provi- 


dence hath contrived it fo _— that 
lome ſ{inart tor their vanity in defliring 


the reputation ot valt Schollars, becaulc 
oftentimes they become anhit tor think- 
ing right themſclves, by waſting their 
lives in cramming other mens notions 
into their brains. ; 

(3.) It, inltead of railing at / one 
another and preaching at this rate 
hatred rather than charity, the Clergy 
of all the particular Churches made it 
their onely butjinets, to preach Repen- 
tance and Faith, according to the firſt 
Article, they would (hew the more of 
an Apoltolick Spirit, and reap the more 
truic trom their labors. I have often 
wondered at their taking more pleaſure 
in the making ot Proſelytes to their 
Church, than in turning their own 
flock, trom the world to heaven, and 
trom the Slavery of the Prince of the 
world, to the glorious liberty of the 
Kingdom of God. He that hath a 
tenderneſs for the per{walion, he pro- 
tefles, ſhould not incourage vicious 
worldlings to come into it, fince a 
great many well diſpoſed Souls, ground 
their efteem of a Church upon the 
number of good patterns, which that 
Church affords. So that it is the In- 
tcreli of thoſe that would bring their 


or 
thac aim rather at fame,by being verſed lan 
in many had authors, than at the | Ch 


3) 
own per{waſion into requeſt , to con- 
tribute what they areable. that Chrilt- 
Vertues might ſhine brighter in their 
urch than in any other, 
_ (4-2 If people of differing perſwa- 
ſons fell tneo Company, they ſhould 
avoid all controvertie, the handling 
whereof ſeldom hetters men, but often 
inflames animoſities. And mott men 
do think it a lefſening of their own re- 
putation, and that ot their malters, if 
they ſhould yield one tittle of their 
Syſteme of Divinity. Whereas ſome 
have done good even upon men of a 
differing perſwalion, by declining con- 
troverted points, and grounding their 
diſcourſe upon thoſe tubjets, which 
as eſſential to ſalvation are owned by 
all partys, though put in execution by 
a very tew of them, 
( 5.) Thoſe few that know Chrilt 
really, ( 4) as the Power of God in the 
faithfull, and feel by this knowledge 
(6b) eternal life in them, having at- 
tained to the bleſſed experience of 
(c) being one Spirit with Chriſt, may 
endeavor to get acquainted and ſettle 
a correſpondence with one another, 
though Providence hath placed them 
in different Provinces of the Lords Vi- 
neyard. Such a correſpondence would 
not only prove of comfort and incou- 
ragement to themſelves.but they might 
conter with one another about carry- 
ing on the common intereſt, againlt 
the Kingdom of darkneſs, that al! 
along to miſcrably dcludes the Slaves 
of its Dominions, and thwarts the 
heirs of Gods Kingdom. In the mean 
while every one making it his main 
buline(s to (tirenghten the weak of his 
own per{walion, and to re{cuc them 
from periſhing. 

If the following of this method 

ſhould 


(a) 1 Cor. I. 24. (5) Joh. XVII. 3. 
(c) 1 Cor. VI. 17. 
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ſhould by Gods bleſling prove ſucceſs- 
full, and Chriſis meek, peaceable, hea- 
venly Spirit dethrone the haughty, 
broilſome, worldly ſpirit of Satan in 
moſt peoples minds, they would ſoon 
haſten to brotherly imbraces. - But the 
turbulent oppoſers ot Love and Union 
would be lett to fret away by their ſo 
much beloved ſowrnels. 
Macarins Homil, XXXI1, 

As the Sun inlightens the whole 
earth, ſo God is every where. It you 
look for him in heaven, there he is in 
the thoughts of the Angels. It you ſeck 
him on carth, there he is to be met 
with in the hearts of men. But of a 
great many theres but tew ſuch Chriſt- 
1ans as plcaſc him. 

Homil, V, 

There is a.great difference between 
real Chriſtians and the re(t of mankind. 
Real Chriſtians have their mind and 
underſtanding all waycs in a heavenl 
diſpolition , cternall bleſſings are all 
wayes in their light by reaſon of the 
communion and participation of the 
Holy Gholt, They are born of God 
4trom above - tem tov" 
Gods Childem in Truth and Power ; 
after much labour, ſweat and tim?,they 
arc arrived at fſcttledneſle, ticadineſle, 
--w ve" and comfort. ccaling to be 
lifted and toſſed by hckle and vain 
thoughts; In this they are better and 
greater than the world, becauſe their 
mind and underſtanding reſts in the 
Peace of Chritt, and the love of the 
holy Gholt; as the Lord ſpeaking of 
ſuch ſaith: They are paſt from death 
unto life. Wherctore the difference of 
Chriltians(from the reſt of men) Jlothnot 


contilt in torm and out ward appearance. | 
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the renovation of the mind, b- 


For by 
by the tranquillity of the t ts, by 
the Love of the Lord.and by a heavenly 


longing, differs the New Creature.of 
Chriſtians, from all the men of the 


World. 
Hhmil, X XV. 

We havenot yet obtained the exulta-. 
tion of Chri'ts ſalvation, becauſe the 
ſting of deat! iticks (till in us. We have 
not yct put on the new man, which is 
creat:d after God in holyneſle, bec2ute 
we have not yet put of the old man 
corrupted according to the delires of the 
Deceit. We dons yet wear the heaven- 
ly image, nor are made reſembling to 
the glory thereot ; becauſe in our mor- 
tal body fin bears the ſway fill, We 
have not yet beheld the glory cf what 
is incorruptible, becauſe we are (till 
under a dark moonleſs night, We 
have not yet put on the armour of 
light, becauſe we have the weapons and 
works of darknefle ſtill about us. We 
are not yet transformed by the renova- 
tion ot our mind, becauſe we continue 


in conformity to the pak by the Wo TIPS) 


with Chriſt, becauſe we do not ſuffer * 
with him. We carry not his marks in 
our body about us, entered into the my- 
ſtery of the Croſs of Chriſt ; for weare 
ſtill wedded ro our carnal pallions an1 
lutts, We are not yet become Gods 
Heirs and Coheirs of Chriſt, becauſe 
the Spirit of Servitude and not of 
adoption reigns in us. We are not yet 
become a Temple of God and a hahi- 
tation of the holy Ghoſt, becauſe we 
are ſtill a temple of Idols. and a lurk- 
ing place of wicked ſpirits, by the 
ttrong bent of our Soul to pathion, 
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